
     As we continue studying the implications of the biblical requirement to delight ourselves in the Lord, 
we will discover that the account of Lk 7:36-50 provides us with many clear principles that are not only 
helpful but that are also essential for us to know as we strive to cherish the Lord as our greatest joy. 
   
     Luke, the beloved physician, Col 4:14, describes the events that are taking place at the home of one 
Simon, a Pharisee.  Note that there are other similar but unparalleled anointings of our Lord in Mt 26:6–
13; Mk 14:3-9; Jn 12:1–8. The occasion is one of a feast, a mirthful coming together of many invited 
guests the most prominent of whom is our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are not provided the reason(s) for this 
social gathering; as a matter fact, Luke’s opening sentence is very sparse in its detail: “One of the 
Pharisees asked him to eat with him and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table.”  v. 
36.  That Jesus would dine with the Pharisees is not a singular or exceptional occasion for this writer also 
records that this was Jesus’ practice on at least two other occasions, 11:37; 14:1.  Reclining at the table 
was the normal posture for eating.  Those partaking of the meal would typically recline on low couches 
that were arranged around a table.  Each person would face the table slantwise, with his feet extending 
backward and away from him.  He would lean on his left arm in order to keep his right hand free to take 
hold of the food.  (This sheds light on the statement in v. 38 that the woman was standing behind him, 
that is, at his extended feet). 
 
     Verses 37-38 describe the great shock, amazement and disgust descending upon this setting when a 
disreputable woman, here called “a woman of the city” as well as “a sinner” made her unexpected 
entrance.  These brief but punishing descriptions already produce a clear picture of her scandalous 
disrepute.  We are spared the details of her sins but the term sinner was sometimes used for those 
guilty of adultery.  She received the news that Jesus was at this location and she promptly came armed 
with an expensive alabaster jar of costly ointment which she clearly intended to offer as a thank offering 
to Jesus who had previously forgiven her sin(s).  This she proceeded to do with a robust heedlessness of 
the presence of the other guests. 
 
     Upon witnessing her unrestrained outpouring of gratitude, Simon concludes that Jesus is no prophet 
because a prophet would have known her to be a sinner and would have stoutly resisted her.  Ironically, 
Jesus’ reception of this woman did the very opposite: his acceptance of her and her gift proved his 
authenticity as a prophet because he understood and approved both her motives and her actions.  In 
addition, his prophetic authenticity was established by his perfect knowledge of Simon’s sinful thoughts.   
     In order to defend his actions, to prove that he was the divine prophet, to expose Simon’s sin, and to 
reaffirm his assessment of the woman, our Lord relates to Simon the Parable of the Two Debtors.  It 
states that two men were indebted to a moneylender to different degrees – one owed him the 
equivalent of five hundred days’ wages and the other an amount corresponding to fifty days’ labor.  
Neither was able to pay.  With great skill and prudence, and instead of having these inept debtors 
imprisoned, the moneylender generously canceled both debts.  At the end of this parable, Jesus, in all 
likelihood establishing firm eye contact with Simon, pointedly asks him, “Now which of them will love 
him more”?  Simon smugly supposes the one with the larger debt and Jesus confirms the correctness of 
his answer.  However, our Lord abruptly turns his attention to the woman whose actions he describes as 
abundantly exceeding all the standards of custom and propriety, the most basic of which Simon the 
Pharisee did not extend to Christ.  The discourse ends with Jesus’ stinging conclusion, “Therefore I tell 
you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven-- for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves 
little."”  See vv. 39-47.    
 
      At our next meeting, God willing, we will (finally) begin unearthing some principles of delighting in 
the Lord from this account.  
 


